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Augustine's zealous lieutenant, lieraclius, and was induced to hold a debate with Augustine in the basilica. Maximinus consented, and a large congregation, including l many nobles,' hastened to the church. The dialogue has been preserved, but is of little interest, as the Arian tenets are familiar. Augustine is arrogant and overbearing in the fulness of his faith, telling his opponent f not to talk so much if he is not willing to learn'; and Maximinus, though a model of politeness and cultured ease, has at length to protest that Augustine l talks like a man who has the imperial support at his back, not according to the fear of (rod.1 The Arian is really the most brilliant debater Augustine has encountered, and has by no means the worse of the duel. But he had to return to Carthage, and leave the debate unfinished, Augustine heard that the Arians were boasting at Carthage of a victory, so he returned to the contest with great vigour in two books .s/g(iinst jRftiximitttis. I have already related a somewhat similar experience with Count Paseentius, another Arian.  to Hippo  by the   a mander, Sigisvult.    Here the Arian encounte^umtn»!'fnlnitu tniifnjtiriiitt stthsiei'iiitttr' | </,/ < unfit tfisJttm iManii /itt»i'iifn ft»< Aririttiittn |, ' inJit'tt-vit' A cci inli'tij1; d« Attj'.usfinr, thr l.itrj Mami'ljr.mi lirld that the clrinciils of light urn- l.u);r!y iui}iiiMiiirtl in irtrtittf itniwiilit atul lliry tri'tainly held tliat lijr.ht wa>, rrlf.i-.nl f'rtim anyfliiiif, wlirn it wa^ t-atcn by tin1 t'li-t't. I'liat wa*. a y,«nnl inunilarum tor « Ic^ciul, at leant.              51
